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Summary

The importance of fisheries increases with the increasing interest in food security,
which has become a priority for the Egyptian national security. The development of
plans for the development of food sources of fish (nature fisheries and fish farms)
requires the provision of accurate and up-to-date data and statistics, as they form the
basis for developing strategies and plans for the sustainability of fish food production,
and measuring its success in achieving the set goals. This requires : continuous
development in systems for collecting and building databases, providing means of
delivering them to their users, and taking advantage of modern technologies in this
field.

Fisheries data is an essential component in achieving the bio-economic management
of fish resources. The lack of data and its inaccuracy leads to the shortage of
knowledge of the state of fish stocks, and the effectiveness of laws and regulations
manage fishing activities.

The General Authority for Fish Resources Development (GAFRD), affiliated to the
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, is responsible for managing,
monitoring and collecting fish statistics from natural fisheries and fish farms through
its administrative regions.

The National Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries is also responsible for
collecting biological and environmental data, but the institute's activity in this field is
almost halted for financial reasons.

Data and statistics are collected by following the comprehensive inventory method in
closed fishing ports, while the sampling method is applied in landing sites that are not
covered by the comprehensive inventory, as well as for fish farms.

The General Authority for Fish Resources Development issues the annual fish
statistics book supported by numbers, data and graphs, which reflect the conditions of
fisheries and aquaculture during the year from January to December. This publication
is the main source of the bulletin released by the Central Agency for Public
Mobilization and Statistics and other bulletins issued by local and international
organizations.

Despite the efforts made in collecting and publishing fishery statistics, there are
reservations about the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the published statistics and
their unavailability in a due time, and that there is a degree of bias in the published
data. This shortcoming is due to several factors, the most important of which are:

1- Thousands of fishermen and farmers spread over large and extended areas, and in
many cases far from the administrative centers.

2- Most of the production comes from small scale units that produce more than 90%
of the total fish production.
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3- Itis difficult to list all the outlets landing fish, especially on the shores of lakes.

4- Most of the landing areas lack the basic ingredients for the process of organizing,
assembling and distributing fish, which makes the field inventory process
difficult.

5- Lack of financial resources, capabilities and facilities necessary for collecting,
storing and retrieving information, whether for the GAFRD or the Institute of
Marine Sciences and Fisheries.

6- Lack of trained cadres, especially numbers and data collectors.
7- Not expanding the application of the scientific sampling data collection method

Confronting the shortcomings in the official fish statistics, requires working on
developing a statistical system that ensures the provision of sufficient, comprehensive,
realistic, non-contradictory data that reflects the time period it represents and is
published in a due time.

This requires:

- Developing human resources and professional capabilities for workers in statistics
departments, through training and qualification, especially for data collectorsand
providing them with legal immunity.

- Conducting guidance campaigns for fishermen and fish farmers, in cooperation with
the Union of Fishermen Cooperatives, to raise awareness of the importance of
providing sound data.

- Designing and implementing a project for using tablets to collect and analyze
statistics through electronic forms and transfer it to the main database in the Central
Statistics Department. The project should include training programs for workers. It
can benefit from the experiences of other countries in this field.
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