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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to review the literatures of Libyan wild mammals during the period
(1826-1984). The literature review showed that the number of Libyan wild mammals which
recorded till now was 65 species. Order Rodentia had more diversity (25 species), followed by
Carnivora (14 species), then Chiroptera (9 species), and Artiodactyla (7 species), and
Insectivora (5 species). Each of Lagomorpha and Cetacea were recorded by 2 species, while
Hyracoidea had only one species.

The present study concluded that during the last 50 years, 17% from the previously
recorded wild mammalian species in Libya (11 species) were extinct, and 36% of them (23
species) were now endangered. The state of 47% of these mammalian species (31 species) was
certainly unknown.

Finally, this study recommended that field survey and detailed biological and ecological
studies were needed for carefully re-identifying and revising the wild mammalian species to
confirm recorded species in Libya and discover the new records. These studies were helpful to
give more information about state of these species and methods to protect each of this wild
mammalian species.
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