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Abstract:
Proposed Set of Reform Policies to Confront in the Egyptian Agriculture

Through the last two decades (1990-2010), the agriculture sector has been
systematically neglected and marginalized at all levels of investment, price, and
institutional polices. Marginalization has also extended to water not only neglecting
agriculture as the main consumer of water, but also through marginalization of the Nile
water conflict in the context of Egyptian policies. In the Egyptian context, both
agriculture sector and water issue are of great importance on both economic and social
grounds.

Regardless of the decreasing contribution of agriculture to Gross Domestic Product,
agriculture is the main source of livelihood for about 40 percent of Egypt s population;
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it produces about 63 percent of national food needs, and employs about 25.2 percent of
national labor force. As a result of marginalization policies, agricultural sector
performance indicators have seriously deteriorated, particularly in terms of national
food security and poverty rates in general and rural poverty in particular. national
Furthermore, because agriculture is the main user of water supply (about 80%),
deterioration of agricultural sector performance indicators have extended to water use
efficiency. January Revolution could be viewed as a turning point towards application
of new agricultural and water policies that are capable to confront food, poverty, and
water challenges in the coming era. This study aims to explore a specific set of reform
policies based on the descriptive and quantitative analysis of both performance
indicators and handicaps in the period prior to the Revolution that is the period 1995-
2009.The suggested set of policies concluded by the study are based on three pillars
;drastic changes in investment policies, reforming institutional setting of agriculture,
and revisiting water policies to take into consideration the new developments in terms
of Nile water conflict.



