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Z.oonoses in Nile Basin Countries
Hassan Sobhyl, Sahar Hekal’

1- Prof. Dr. of Animal Resources, Head of Natural Resources
Department, Institute of African Research and Studies, Cairo University,
12613 Cairo, Egypt.

2- Animal Resources Demonstrator, Natural Resources Department,
Institute of African Research and Studies, Cairo University, 12613 Cairo,

Egypt.

Zoonoses are the diseases and infection which are naturally
transmitted between vertebrate animal and man. The causative organisms
responsible for zoonoses are very diverse and representative of wide range
of pathogens, or parasites and include bacteria, fungi, helminthes, prions,
protozoa, rickettsia and viruses. At least 61% of all human pathogens are
zoonotic, and have represented 75% of all emerging pathogens during the
past decade. Importance of Zoonoses in terms of human health and well-
being cannot be underestimated. They affect how we live our lives, not only
in a narrow health-related sense but also in a much wider cultural context.
The threat that zoonotic diseases pose has shaped human history and many
aspects of the infrasrructure of our physical and social environment.
Including animal welfare-both domesticated and wild-food safety and
public health and hygiene .There are about 220 zoonotic diseases. Large
numbers of these diseases are concentrated in Africa especially in Nile basin
countries.

Keywords: Zoonoses, Nile Basin Countries, Pathogens and Public Health.
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