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ABSTRACT

One of tne Issues surrounding the use of computers in language learning is ttmt of its
ultimate role. Will the computer eventually replace the language teacher or will it be used
as a supplement by the teacher? Whatever the final outcome. Chute. Thompson,
Hancock (1999) point out that 'The role of the instructor or faculty member is changing.
Internet-based distance learning enables the learning instructor to toke a much more
learner- centered approach"'. Those working at the teacher and student interface know
that the computer will not replace the instructor as the human presence of a facilitator is
essential to mediate. at least initially, between the student and the computer. Access to
the Internet is on extra spin-off from the presence of computers in the classroom and can
odd enormous scope to material a foreign language teacher can draw on. One of the
more important ways is that it can provide a wide and varied input of the target language.
This paper highlights the changes that information technology imposes on the Arabic
language teacher and raises the important question of how prepared and ready are they
to accept these. By comparing the past and present role of the teacher of Arabic and the
challenges inherent in the transition. it is hoped that the teachers of Arabic as a foreign
language will be better prepared to cope with the new responsibifity technological
advances are forcing on them.

INTRODUCTION
If we look at the world today. we find that technology is advancing rapidly [Levy. 1997:1).
Each day there is some new and important 1echnological breakthrough. Education is one
field, of many, that has been significantly affected by this. This raises the question of
whether teachers are ready and prepared to accept and use the new technology in
education. It seems that many teachers are not. Many show a tendency to he frightened
of innovations and ovoid them. preferring the safety of older, more familiar methods. How
ever it must be recognized that whenever a teacher keeps himself away from trying new
technology he is also depriving his students of the most up-ta-date educational faciliti~s.

univerSities ana schoOlS have to encourage and train their teachers to use the new tech
nology in the classroom in order to make the learning process more efficacious. fun and
enjoyable. Teachers need to know how to install software as well as other basic computer
skills such as typing. Word processing techniques such as copying, posting, saving and
printing are essential skills these days. A teacher must have some experience of computers
if he wishes his students to benefit from CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning). He
must. himself. be prepared and trained to oct as guide. advisor and facilitator.

The most up to dote theories of language learning stress that the student is the center of
learning. It is the job of the teacher to focus on the student rather than the student to focus
on the teacher. The teacher must pay considerable attention to the student's abilities and
needs in terms of learning. Before beginning any computer-assisted lesson tile teacher has
to be sure the students are sufficiently prepared to cope. He may need to explain
(Scagnoli, 1998:1) the basic elements of a computer. what to expect from the particular
software and how to use a mouse and keyboard (tab. shift. cops lock. control. alt. delete.
print. copy, post save). The modern language !eacher (or any other for that matter) has te
teach computer skills in addition to the traditional moterial.
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