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Motivation and Creativity in Young Children:
An Experimental Study in Al-Madinah
Al-Munawwarah Kindergarten

Dr. Mahmoud Abdul Halim Mansy
Associate Professor of Educational Psychology, and
Chairman of the Department of Educaiional Psychology,
Faculty of Education, Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah,
King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to investigate the effect of children’s motiva-
tion on their creativity. Two kinds of positive and negative motivation have
been used,

The positive motivation or positive stimulus was the toys favoured by
children and the negative motivation was the unfavoured toys.

A total sample of 90 children aged 4-6 from the first kindergarten in Al-
Madinah Al-Munawwarah has been selected at random.

The sample has been divided into three equivalent groups, each consisted
of 30 children. The first was an experimental group in which the children
were given the favourable toys at the beginning of each school day for six
weeks. The second was also an experimental group, in this group, children
were given unfavourable toys at the beginning of each school day for six
weeks. The third was a control group in which the children were given the
regular kindergarten programme.

The following tools have been used:

1. A creative thinking test, developed by the researcher.

2. A creative traits’ checklist developed by the researcher.

3. The Geoenough intelligence test, adapted by Abu-Hattab and others.

4, A Socio-cultural Status Survey form developed by Mansy and Abdul
Gawwad.

5. Teachers’ daily reports.

Pre and post tests have been developed for the three study samples. The
required data analysis has been conducted.

It has found out that motivation has great influence on children creativ-
ity.

It has found also that motivation has no significant effect on the children’s
creativity’ traits during the experiment period,
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