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The “Juggler”

As told by N.M.-48 years old- Employee in the City Council. She recounted
how families of young girls meet Arab grooms: The girls’ family meets the
Arab Groom through a broker that acts like a traditional matchmaker. He
Is usually supported by his wife or a woman from the village to simplify
the process of bringing the girls from their homes. They bring the girls to
the assigned meeting place. The broker is usually very well spoken and is a
“juggler” and a “schemer” to convince the girls’ parents or the girl to marry

an Arab so that he can take his commission and not get away.

In each village there is more than one broker, men and women, but most
are men. This is because the Arab prefers to visit or go to a male broker
in his house, and not to one of the women in the village. Everyone knows
the brokers and their role in finalizing these kinds of marriages through
some lawyers, but they ashamed of saying that. Instead they say that the
marriage was finalized through family members who had been previously
married to an Arab or one of the workers in an Arab country. We all know
that these marriages are arranged by the brokers, whether he makes a deal

with the father or mother in exchange for a fee when he finds the groom.

She continues to say that in the past the Arab groom used to take his bride

to his country. But now the marriage and housing are generally finalized

Marriage Stories



Ministry of State for Family and Population

in the village, or even in the in-laws house, or in a furnished apartment.
The marriages have become “periodical”. After a while, which could be as
short as a week, the husband usually leaves his wife and travels, or divorces
her. The marriage then becomes a short-term marriage for pleasure and
without the intention of forming a stable family, which I find goes against
Shari’a. The marriage could last for two weeks or less, in which the child
bride becomes a woman and can’t be protected from gossip. Moreover, she
becomes the prey and target of men “wolves”. The girls dowry depends
on the nationality of the groom, the young age of the girl and her beauty.
Saudis and Emiratis are the highest payers, followed by the Jordanians,

Yemenis and others.

The fathers explain the reason for marrying his daughter this way following
the proverb “find a groom for your daughter and not a bride for your son”,
or that he knows what is best for her. In reality he is concerned foremost
for his own interest, even if the victim is his own daughter. In some cases
the girls go directly to the broker to show interest in their marriage with an
Arab groom, without their parents’ knowledge, to copy other girls and their

greediness for new clothes and gold.
Periodical marriage:

N.M. reveals that she had personally been subjected to this kind of marriage
when she was young in secondary school. She discovered that someone

was following her to her home and she was tall. She found out that he was
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Saudi and that he had met with her father and had offered him a big sum of
money. But her father refused to take it. She asked him why he didn’t take
it and he said “You don’t know what he wants, do you believe one doesn’t

have any integrity?”

In the 70’s this kind of marriage was common in the Easter village through
a very famous broker called “M.S.”. After she died many brokers appeared
especially men. But the male broker could not work without the help of a
woman so that he can finalize the process of “selling and buying”. There
were some people who used to work on writing work contracts for the girls,
and then marry her after she travels. This was one way the Arabs resorted

to marrying Egyptians.

N.M. smiles saying that after some years her daughter was subjected to the
same situation. She refused the marriage for her daughter, because it is a
temporary marriage and not aimed at forming a family. My husband said
“I can never sell my kin for all the money in the world” and “I consider
the marriage of an Egyptian with an Arab as a business deal, or a product
to buy and sell for a price through a broker, and it is a marriage doomed
for failure. It also amounts to problems for the girl and her family. The
commitment to an Egyptian man, even if he is poor, protects and safeguards
the girl, better than any rich Arab who’s only goal is short-term pleasure.

The poor can improve his status and incomes are from God.”

N.M. says that the most common form of marriage in the village now is the
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Urfi (unregistered) marriage, even though it is seen by many as unreligious,
since its’ contract is drawn by a lawyer for a fee. Some families resort to
this kind of marriage through a broker and a lawyer to bypass the issue of the
girls’ legal age of 18 to register the marriage. Also for the groom to evade
the laws of his own country that do not allow him to marry a foreigner. The
broker usually agrees with a lawyer he has a close relationship with as a
favor, after which he receives a specified amount, which also benefits the

lawyer as he receives a fee.

The second kind of marriage is the “marriage for pleasure” which is called
by families “temporary marriage”. It is defined by a specific period of
time decided upon by the groom and the father of the bride and is usually
between a week and a month, i.e. the time the groom is spending in Egypt.

The price is agreed upon both parties.

But the main problem arising from these kinds of marriages is divorce.
The girl gets married and becomes a divorcee before she even reaches the
legal age of marriage. She also looses all her rights because her father
receives an amount of money before the marriage and doesn’t care about
protecting her rights in case of divorce. Even more dangerous than this is
that the husband sometimes leaves the wife without divorcing her and goes
back to him country and leaves her hanging in limbo, neither married nor
divorced. In addition, the age difference between the husband and wife
might subject her psychological harm as a result of marital relations not

appropriate for her age, as the husband usually uses medical enhancers that
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might cause extensive bleeding for the wife. The husband can also leave
the wife pregnant and run away. He leaves her to deal with the problems of
registering the newborn etc... All this makes people perceive her family as
if they sold their daughter, and no divorcee from and Arab man can marry
an Egyptian again unless he finds out that she has some money from the
Arab husband and it will be a useful marriage, for free, and he can make
use of the money or gold that the wife owns from her previous marriage
with the Arab.

A girl child to rejuvenate youth

According to N.M. the village people perceive the broker and lawyer that
arrange these marriages with disdain and that they are scoundrels because
they are selling humans and they are selling the “honor of the village”.
They are partake in the wife’s loss of rights after divorce, especially with
the Urfi “uregistered” marriges, or divorcing her at the embassy without the
protection of her legal rights. In many cases the husband deprives the wife
of motherhood by using contraceptives. When there are children there
is a crisis as the mother is unable to register the newborn and is usually
registered under the name of the maternal uncle or maternal grandfather.
What also happens sometimes is the wife travels with the husband to his
country, where he abandons her to live with his previous wife, or remarries

and lets her live as a servant, or forces her into illegal work.

S.M.M. 45 years, Head of the Local Council of Menawat, agrees with the
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idea that the geographical location of the area makes it a station for many
families coming from other governorates, which decreases the ties between
the inhabitants. It is also an area hidden away from security. It is also easy
to find brokers and lawyers to facilitate these kinds of marriages. The result
is that girl marriages become a common kind of business in the village. The
father sacrifices one or more of his girls to improve his standard of living.
The cause behind this is poverty and many of the men’s lack of ethics and
“manhood”. “If he who has a young daughter and raise her quickly to marry
her, and make some money”” and now nobody is upset that he has a daughter,

because tomorrow she will be a source of income for the family.

He continues to say that he considers that what is happening in the village
as “female slavery” through a “broker”. The father knows that the marriage
is not based on the Shari’a understanding of marriage, and the formation
of a stable family. For a fee agreed upon by the buyer and seller “the girls’
father”, the buyer can do as he pleases with his purchased commodity. The
dowry is decided according to the girls looks (body-beauty) and youth,
because the old Arab Sheikh believes that the young girl will rejuvenate
his youth and that he will enjoy himself or she will be the source of marital
pleasure. In most cases he will use medical enhancers that might make
him feel young again, and he therefore doesn’t care about her family, or

education, or reputation.

S.M. agrees that the description of this kind of marriage is marriage for

pleasure, because the Arab husband pays 2 to 3 thousand pounds a week for
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pleasure. The father agrees to this and some families agree to even lower
prices. S.M. suggests the importance of adding to the school curriculum in
the secondary school a warning from the dangers of this kind of marriage
and who to resort to in case they are subjected to any pressure. For example,
the Child Help Line 16000, or the Family Counseling Line 16021 to be able

to save them at the right time.

First time I wear gold

Outside of the formality where these discussions were held about the
necessity of the government to work on preventing these marriages, there
were a lot of stories documented by the Prevention of Trafficking Unit in
the field visits in these villages. The heroes of these stories are the girls
that have lived through tough experiences, insisting on telling their stories

to prevent others from going through them again.

F. 20 years, divorced from a Saudi, uneducated, married him 4 years
ago recounts saying: When they talked to me about marriage I was 16
years old. I left school in 4™ grade and I wasn’t interested in school, and
I wanted to work. When my father told me that I will stay home I wasn’t
upset. I have 5 other sisters and brothers. My older sister married someone
from the village. There were two others from the street behind us that

were married like me and it didn’t work out for both. Their marriages
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lasted a few months. There was a guy called “Khamees the broker”. This
man and others like him deserve to be burned, they make the girl and her
family believes falsely that she will live in a palace, and honestly we are
a bit greedy and we lack understanding. I mean that when we saw the
failed marriages of the two girls next door, shouldn’t we understand that
something is wrong? No, everyone sees themselves as the clever one, and
he will succeed in what others have failed to do, and this is what is ruining
the country. We are not well-off, I mean we don’t own land or fields, and
our father lives on a day to day basis and depends on God and like others

wants to protect his daughters in marriage.

F. continues: The broker goes around the village and knows who lives in
each house. He is not a stranger to the village, and he convinces the girls’
family pressuring them with the issues of their difficult financial and living
conditions. But even if the parents carry a lot of the blame. If I have a
daughter now, under no circumstances, even if I will die of hunger, I will
not hand her over to an older or an Arab man. | swear that before he goes
to visit the house he has usually seen the girl already and knows what she
looks like exactly. Every girl who got married this way was beautiful, and

had a nice body and her beauty was the cause of her troubles.

After he likes her he is the first to insure that she is acceptable. He speaks
with her father and goes to the house without permission. The first thing he
says is that someone has asked for your Childs’ hand in a good marriage.

She will be dressed well, adorned with jewelry, and will live in a big
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apartment in Egypt and she might even travel with her husband to Saudi
Arabia. She can then invite you over to perform the pilgrimage visit the
Gods’ Prophet. After that he leaves the family with their heads turned
and my father comes to discuss it with me. My father, my mother and my
siblings are all very happy because they think they will each get a work

contract in Saudi Arabia.

F. keeps quiet for a while then continues: When my mother told me that
the someone’s daughter failed in her marriage, he said are all your fingers
the same? These are unsuccessful people. 1 will take from the groom all
the guarantees that will satisfy your daughter and all her rights are written
on paper. He also made the man to come with gifts for his first visit to
our house. He brought me a piece of material, sweats and a Abaya for my
mother. All this was a trick and after that I saw hell. When I saw the man
my father looked younger than him. Honestly, my mother advised me to
say no and told me that any groom from here that is young will be better.
But I was happy with the gifts and that I will wear jewelry and that I will
travel and live in Cairo, and I will have things like what I see in the TV

series.

The groom was about 65 years old and we were told that he was married in
his country and had children. He comes to Egypt to finish some business
a few months every summer. That is why most of these marriages occur
in the summer. My dowry was 5,000 pounds, four gold bracelets, a pair of

earrings and a big box of sweats. We were all happy and accepting except
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for my mother and she was right, but that is destiny. Most importantly
when he came he told my father that the marriage will be finalized quickly
and without frills because he is busy. He left my father 500 pounds in
addition to the dowry. We thought the marriage would be registered with
the official marriage notary, but then they told us that Saudis register at the
official registry after a few days from writing the contract and my father
signed with his fingerprint and that was it. The broker asked my father for
1,000 pounds and wanted 1,500.

She continues: I wore my dowry and the neighbors saw it and I was happy.

It was the first time I wear gold and my father had a big sum of money in
his hand. He said he will keep them to put them to good use for himself
and my brothers. A couple of days later the groom brought a white tour
bus and they took me. The neighbors and my siblings had fun and ululated
a bit and that was it. I went to Cairo to an apartment I thought was mine,
where [ would live forever. Honestly I was surprised. Ihad never seen like
my lifelong apartment, but it was a furnished apartment and we stayed in
it for about 3 to 4 months, something like that. The broker used to come

sometimes to sit with the Saudi man and smoke the water pipe.

F. remembers her wedding night: May God ruin him, he was terrible,
he took medical enhancers, which I thought was medication, but you
understand? I thought it was none of my business, but after a few days
he asked me for an unusual position during intercourse, which I didn’t

know was against religion. There should be more awareness raising about
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marriage, what is accepted by religion and what if not. I am one who didn’t
know how a man had intercourse with his wife, and I thought that this was
right. They should arrest all the brokers here and in other countries so these

miserable tales are not repeated

The help of a broker

A. 18 years old, has a secondary school education, divorced after being
married to a rich Arab. She didn’t want to indulge in the details of her
experience that she felt had ended in failure. But she felt that poverty was
the main reason for the approval of the parents for this kind of marriage.
Having numerous children, especially girls, forces the family to marry them
to decrease the load on their food, drinking and other expenses. In addition,
tempting the families with gifts, money and no financial responsibility for
the marriage, and the promises of insuring their daughters’ life, and giving
her brother a project or a job or a commercial shop, and the girls’ desire to
move to an easier life, and to enjoy prosperity, and to get rid of hardship

work like paid labor for small amounts in the fields or in small factories.

Through her experience, she confirms that meeting an Arab husband is
through a broker. He provides all the temptations and facilitations to the
girls’ father. It could be through one of the neighbors who has already

married one of her daughters or a woman from the village who helps the

Child
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broker by inviting the Arab groom and the girls’ family at her home to
make their acquaintance, to check-out the girl. Usually these marriages
only last a few months, which is the time the husband spends in Cairo
with his wife. This marriage is not registered, and the husband forces the
wife to use contraceptives to ensure that she doesn’t have children and the

continuation of the marriage.

A.says: The younger the girl is and depending on her beauty, the value of her
dowry increases, and the marriage is usually Urfi “unofficial/unregistered”.
The girls’ opinion is not taken because of her young age. She might also
be happy with the positive change in her life. But what really happens is
that he suddenly abandons her, doesn’t get any of her rights, and becomes
a divorcee at a young age. This is besides her subjection to physical and
oral violence by the husband to force her to obey him. It is difficult for
this divorcee to marry a young man from the village after that, because
she is perceived by them as someone who sold herself. Only a poor young
man will marry her who can’t afford the costs of marriage, or one of her
relatives at the request of the family of protect the girl after the harm she
experienced. What upsets the girl most is her feeling of being less than her

peers that continued their education.
Mother admit: We didn’t mean to sell our daughters

Sh. the mother of the girl, an uneducated housewife, tells the story of her

daughters’ marriage. I am not educated and we are poor people. We have
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four girls and two young boys. They all didn’t go to school. We are not
well to do people and education will take everything I work for and their
father is day laborer. The issue of this marriage is a big disappointment,
but what can we do, this is black destiny that has befallen us. But this is
a lesson and if I get a beggar as a groom from here and I will take her to
him. A neighbor I don’t know anything about visited me, not really from
the street just from the village, but I didn’t know her before. It is part of
our tradition that we protect the family. She mentioned that someone is
bringing a Saudi groom and wants a beautiful virgin and he will pay well.

She kept telling me about his generosity and kindness. I asked her how she
knew him. I swear I didn’t know and never even asked. I was happy for
the protection of my daughter and that I will get rid of her responsibility.

She said he will come first to see the girl and meet so they can make the
deal.

The mother continues: When he came we didn’t know that someone from
his part had seen the girl. He said that he will take her to Cairo and we will
go with her to write the contract and he handed her father 5,000 pounds and
the broker took 1,500 from them as his commission. We then travelled to
Cairo and he was staying in an apartment [ don’t know where. He was older
that her father and he said that he will leave her with us, and when he comes
to Cairo he will take her with him in his apartment until he prepares her
travelling documents. The girl was pleased with her jewelry which he had

and he brought some materials for her siblings, and we agreed on the day
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we will sign the contract. He instructed one of the people in his apartment
and nor her father nor I know how to read or write. They made us sign with
our fingerprint on the contract. We said goodbye to her and left. After
two weeks he came to the village and stayed with us for a two, three days.
We told everyone that he married her. The girl was not even 15 then and
she hadn’t reached puberty yet. He was over 60 of course. The neighbors
congratulated us and he left. For two years he came and went, staying with
us one or two days then he takes her for a few days, then she comes back to
us and he travels. His condition was that she takes contraceptives because
he already has children. Then he came and said that he can’t put her on
his passport as his wife, because he has problems, and we honestly didn’t

understand anything. He issued her a passport as a maid for his family.

She traveled with him to his country for a few months and then he later
sent her alone without her jewelry and about 1,000 pounds. He told her he
will travel to see her. Then she continues: We stayed like this waiting and
we didn’t hear from anyone and we don’t know how to go to the apartment
again. She is a child and he used to change his apartment, all furnished.
Then the man who works with him came and gave us the divorce papers.
Then we realized the trap that we had fallen in. When I asked the Sheikh
in the mosque he said that it was a real marriage, but it is not acceptable
to sell our daughters cheaply like that and that in the village there is a lot
of. Ignorance and need are bad, but treachery comes from someone who

starts by cheating. What do the parents want other than the protection of
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their daughter. We didn’t mean anything bad or even to sell her. This is
the fate of the poor, always bad but now I advise any mother to take care

of her daughters.

She continues: About two months ago, in the house behind us, a broker
brought them an elderly groom who wants to marry like my daughter. I
went to these peoples’ house and recounted everything that happened to
our daughter. I showed them the contract and the divorce papers. They
disregarded me completely thinking that I am envious and I don’t want

what is good for them, or that I will take him for one of my daughters.
The groom is 80 and the bride is 18 and the dowry/jewelry is fake

The husband here is a Saudi and is over 80 years old, the bride is 15 years
old. She got divorced within a year of her marriage. The story teller here
is her mother A.A.N.: The marriage was finalized after the end of her
Secondary exams. The dowry was 3,000 pounds, and the jewelry a band
and a ring before the marriage. He promised to buy her jewelry from Saudi
Arabia after his first visit after the marriage. Actually when he came back
from his country he presented her with the gift which was 12 bracelets and
a golden palm. When we saw all this gold we became suspicious that it
was fake. So I took it to the goldsmith and it turned out to be plated, i.e.
fake. I kept this a secret so that my daughters’ marriage with her husband
can continue. But even then the marriage did not continue and the divorce

happened after 8 months, during which he spent more than 2 months in
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Saudi Arabia.

The mother continues: We were poor, my husband was a day laborer
ironsmith, and we had six children. My daughter used to see a lot of girls
from the village marrying Arabs and travelling to their countries. The lives
of the girls’ families improved after these marriages. She used to tell me to
see how this girl is wearing gold in her hands and new clothes. The wealth
was showing on her and her family. One day she went to fix the cassette at
an electric shop, and there was a Saudi sitting there. He asked her for her
picture, so she came home quickly and took her picture and gave it to the

Saudi. She told me what happened and I told her that he was the broker.

The mother hesitated and remembered: I tried to stop her but she said: if I
don’t get married I will burn myself, and I am not like other and I want a
better life than ours, and her father finally accepted. We took the dowry
and the broker and the lawyer came and they finalized the Urfi (unofficial/
unregistered) marriage. He also rented an apartment for her in the village

and he took her and left.

The mother wiped her tears saying: We knew that he was married to more
than 15 other girls before from the village, and we know him and the broker
well. We heard that we used to put spells on the girls to marry him. When
I was visiting my daughter I personally saw pictures of girls and some of

their hair that he uses for magic.
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During our daughters first visit back she complained about her marital
relationship. He left her and travelled one month after the marriage, and
when he came back he was beating her because supposedly she was too
flashy. He was taking medical enhancers and he used to beat her and
accuse her of being cold. He used to have unreligious intercourse with her.
When she refused he would beat her. One day he kicked her out of the
apartment and she went back to her fathers’ house. That day I took her by
the hand and told her you will apologize to him and endure, but these things
happened again and the girl got tired from him because he was stingy.
During one of his travels we went and took everything from the apartment
and we left it empty. When he came back he tried to complain at the police
station or divorce her. Then I beat him with my shoe until he divorced her.

I wanted to take revenge from like he used to beat my daughter.

After that my daughter married someone from the village. On her wedding

day I discovered that she was still a virgin.

To continue there are still a lot of these stories next week, official marriage

notaries, brokers and families from the village also confess.

By: Abeer Salah El Din
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