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Abstract

This study aimed at evaluating special education in-service teacher training programmes in
KSA, and assessing current developments in these programmes against a background of
international research, recent world trends in the field and perceptions of the trainees
themselves. A descriptive analytical research method was manipulated to investigate into the
state of the art and the proposals for devel opment as suggested or perceived by the subjects, 100
trained teachers, who responded to the questionnaire study. Findings indicate that the special
education in-service teacher training system in KSA is strong, but still feeble in some aspects
that need to be further strengthened and supported such as prioritizing needs via needs
assessments, integrating multi-modal disability training, instead of single disability training,
integrating collaboration between authorities concerned with special needs and training
authorities as well astrainees, getting teachers to participate in designing training programmes
for themselves, asking for parental participation thereof. Recommendations included inserting
minor developments in the special education in-service teacher training systems in KSA as
perceived by teachers or conducting a large-scale reform by forging training partnerships
between foreign training institutions, the Ministry of Education, national and non-
governmental organizationsin the training of special education teachers.
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