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Study Abstract

Study title: Status of Economic Concepts Incorporation into Secondary School
Geography Courses.

This study aimed to identify the economic concepts needed by secondary
school students and the extent of economic concepts being incorporated in the
secondary school geography courses (subject matters) as revealed through analysis of
the textbooks; also the study sought to shed light on the importance of integrating
economic concepts into geography courses of the secondary stage from the
perspectives of teachers and educational supervisors, and whether statistically
significant differences existed between the mean scores of the study sample's
responses with respect to the extent of these concepts being incorporated into
textbooks.

To attain the objective of the study the analytic descriptive methodology was
used to gather data; and the whole population of the study, comprised of (68) teachers
and (24) educational supervisors, was included in the investigation in the city of
Makkah Al Mukarramah and at al Jouf Education Administration. The inquiry
covered all secondary stage geography subject matters for the first and second terms
of the academic year 1430-1431 A.H. Statistical treatment were carried out using
frequencies, percentages, arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test, one — way
analysis of variance, and the Sheffe' test.

The results revealed that there were (32) economic concepts out of (99) which
were not incorporated in the geography subject matters of the secondary stage, while
(67) concepts of the concepts whose importance had been emphasized by the
specialists had been integrated.

The results also revealed that responses of the study population's members
indicated that the importance of incorporating economic concepts with all their
categories within geography subject matters at the secondary stage was at medium
and high degrees with arithmetic means varying between (2.40) and (2.09).

The results did not show statistically significant differences among the study
population's members regarding the extent of the importance of incorporating the
economic concepts in the geography courses, which could be imputed to the variables
(occupation, years of experience, academic qualification) in all areas with the
exception of the area pertaining to the economic resources, where the differences
attributed to the current job were in favor of the educational supervisor. Differences
found in the field of economic resources ascribed to the years of experience between
(1-less than 5 years) and (10 years and more) were in behalf of (from 10 years and
more).

The study recommended the need to review the geography units at the
secondary stage, and to prepare the concepts of these units based upon the economic
concepts mentioned in this study and incorporating them in the geography textbooks
at the secondary stage and stressing meanwhile the concepts that have direct impact
upon the life of the student. The Education Administration should plan to hold
refresher training courses for geography teachers whose focus is on how to induce and
analyze economic concepts available in school textbooks and avail of them during the
instructional process.
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