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Student-teacher s’ beliefs towar ds lear ning and teaching

mathematics

Abstract: This present study aimed at investigating student-teachers’ beliefs at
Al-Quds Open University towards learning and teaching mathematics. It also aimed at
investigating the significance of the differences according to these variables: gender ,
specialization and year-level and the interaction between them.

To achieve the aim of the study , student-teachers’ beliefs scale developed by
Beswick (2005) was implemented , after establishing of reliability and validity , on a
sample consisting of (161) students. This stratified sample was selected from Al-Quds
Open University students in the speciaizations of elementary education and
mathematics, in the second semester of the academic year 2006/2007.

Results revealed that student-teachers’ beliefs towards learning and teaching
mathematics are generally compatible with modern trends . It also showed that there
was statistically significant differences in their beliefs due to specialization for the
benefit of maths students. Results al so showed that there are no statistically significant
differences that can be attributed to gender and year-level variables and to the
interaction between study variables.
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