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Introduction:
        World, in the twenty first century, witnesses a variety of global changes, which posed several challenges in all political, social, and economic fields. The technological and cognitive revolution is one of the most significant universal challenges, due to the resulting change in the patterns of society and its production and economy techniques. Economy turned from depending on goods and services to an economy that depends on knowledge that has become the most important resource of its strength.

     Its influence has been obviously demonstrated on all community systems, in general, and university Education, in particular. Besides, it faces a lot of challenges related to this age, which poses several issues and problems that need facing and addressing. This can be done through activating the role of educational research, on which several countries depend in resolving their problems and issues.

     Based on the above, it is observed that educational research has a great role of in investigating the current and future issues of society, the educational ministries paid a great attention to it, accepting the necessity of proposing a scientific plan for educational research that copes with the plan of total development in society and the importance of proposing  a map for educational research in light of what is suffered by education, in general, and the university education, in particular, as it is responsible for providing community with what it needs from qualifications and specialized scientific and technological cadres.

     It is fixed that the best ensure for achieving the efficacy of university education is the evaluation and exploring its reality, attempting to identify the strengths and weaknesses, and probing the international challenges and their reflections on university education, then recognizing the research areas that still need investigating and studying, then proposing a comprehensive research map for the university education fields that considers the future orientations and trying to link the supposed research and the community needs and the social and economic development plans.

First: Statement of Problem:

     Results of several studies indicated that there is a criticism directed to educational research, especially in the field of university education, represented in repetition and dualism of research, which is, particularly, related to the lack of research maps that address the university education issues and problems. This resulted in the suffering of university education from several disadvantages and problems that require studying and investigating, especially with its role in the present and future. This required proposed a research map including the priorities of educational research in the field of university education, taking into consideration the needs of the field itself, the circumstances of reality and its problems and the hopes and desires of the future. This posed answering the following main question:

 What is the supposed research map for the field of university education until 2025? 

This main question was divided into the following sub-questions:

· What are the most significant future challenges that are expected to face the community, in general, and university education in particular?

· What is the reality of university education in Egypt?

· To what extent the educational research could address the issues of university education during the period of 1990s up to the year 2005?

· What are the most important researches proposed in the field of university education from the view points of the experts until the year 2025?

· What is the supposed proposal for applying the research map for the Egyptian university education?

Second: Purpose of the study:

      This research aims at increasing the efficacy of university education in facing the challenges of the first quarter of the twenty-first century, which may contribute to graduating well prepared individuals, then it becomes possible to face the universal competitiveness that is expected to increase in the next years; that is surviving will be for the stronger, more excellent and more creative nations through addressing the expected problems and challenges in the field of university education, in order to establish a research map for the university education from the year 2008 until  the year 2025, through the following:

· Recognizing the most important challenges and their reflections on the community, in general, and university education, in particular.

· Recognizing the reality of university education in Egypt.

· Recognizing the orientations of the educational researches that were conducted within the department of Education Fundamental in a sample of the faculties of education. The area of such research was university education, during the period between 1990 and 2005. 

· Providing a proposal for applying the research map.

Rationale of the study: 

· The significance of the present study stems from the importance of the educational issue it addresses; this is because educational research is the effective tool for solving the problems that hinder the community development.

· The importance of the present study comes, also, from the fact that it meets the recommendation made by several studies to suggest research maps for all educational fields, specially the university education.   

· This study may contribute to helping researchers recognize the problems and issues that will face the university education during the next period, therefore, directing the educational research to address them, besides helping the university policy planners propose solutions for the problems that may face the university education until 2025. 

· In spite of the Arab library being rich with various studies that dealt with the university education issues there is not one study that investigated establishing a research map for the university education field until 2025, according to the knowledge of the present researcher, thus addressing this problem by research and study. 

Fourth- Study limitations:

Topic (scientific) limitation:

University education and attempting to design a proposed research map for its fields that contain the goals of university education, its policies, faculty members, student, administration and funding, library, curricula and systems of study. 

Human limitation:

Some of the faculty members in the faculties of education, and some faculty members participating in the National Specialized Councils, the Section of University Education Development, as well as those who were responsible for the management of The University Education Development  Centre .

Fifth: Study methodology and instruments: 

    Various methods were utilized in this study according to its goal, as follows:

Descriptive Method: It was used in order to recognize the real situation of the Egyptian university education as an attempt to describe, interpret and analyze its approaches, as well as recognizing some issues and research fields that still need to be investigated and studied. 

Critical Analysis Technique: It was used to recognize the extent of the contribution of educational research in dealing with the university education issues.

System Analysis Technique: It was used in order to recognize the reality of the Egyptian university education, through investigating its inputs, outputs and processes.
Future Study Techniques: During the period of 1990s and up to 2005.

      As the present study aims at establishing a future map for the university education until the year 2025, it utilized a variety of future study techniques as follows:

The Intuitive Technique: "Delfy Technique"

This technique was used to investigate the views of experts about the most important proposed researches in the field of university education until the year 2025.

The targeting technique (The Technique of Correlations Trees):

     The present study utilized this technique in establishing the research map. The idea of this technique is based on predicting the future of the studied phenomenon, then returning to the present to look for different alternatives in order to find out a complete image of the future desired alternatives.

Instruments:

A questionnaire based on Delfy Technique. It was conducted through three rounds, in order to attain an agreement of the experts' views about the proposed researches in the filed of university education until the year 2025.

Results of the study:

     The present study, after applying the Delfy Technique in its three rounds, revealed various research related to the field of university education research. The research agreed to by the experts reached one hundred and fourteen researches, distributed to the university education inputs as follows:

· The goals and policies of university education: The number of suggested research reached twenty three.  

· The member of faculty: The number of suggested research reached nineteen.  

· Undergraduate student: The number of suggested research reached fifteen.  

· Administration and funding: The number of suggested research reached fifteen.  

·  Curricula and study systems: The number of suggested research reached twenty six.  

· University library: The number of suggested research reached twelve.

      The present study established the research map depending on the technique of correlations tree. The map included two dimensions: The dimension of fields and approaches and the dimension of research priorities involved in each approach of the university education inputs. The current study designed the proposed research map for the inputs of the university education in a total form, then established a research map for each input of the university education in order to facilitate the presentation of the proposed researches and clarifying their connectedness. 

The suggested proposal:  

     The present study provided some suggestions and procedures to carry out the research map in the field of university education. The suggested proposal included some phases to be applied:

1- The preparation and introductory phase.

2- Planning phase.

3- Carrying out.

4- Follow up and evaluation.       
�








