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Summary

Introduction:


The educational system in Egypt has noticeably many deficits represented in the obvious gaps between the education facilitated for the poor and the rich classes. These gaps are partially due to the general expansion of the private education institutes that are expected to exacerbate as a result of the technological development and the poor budget specified to the education. In addition, there is a gap between the education  in the country and its counterpart in the urban areas particularly in the availability of buildings and the quality of the educational opportunities. Furthermore, there is a gap between males and females which is noticeable in the field of gaining knowledge and getting jobs. Previous literature and human development reports highlighted the abovementioned gaps in the Egyptian education. Hence, it is urgent to address these future challenges.

 Problem of the study:

    The problem of this study can be stated through answering the following main question:

- How can we effectively address the expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st   century?


The abovementioned question includes the following sub questions:

1- What are the expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st century?

2- To what extent do the local and global challenges affect the pre-university education in Egypt?

3- What are the significant educational reforms applied in certain countries so as to address gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st    century?
4- What are the important requirements necessary for addressing    gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century?
5- What is the suggested perspective for addressing gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century? 

Aim of the Study:

     This study aimed at the following:

1- Identifying some expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century. 

2- Exploring the significant challenges that face the pre-university education in Egypt and the consequent gaps in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century. 
3- Identifying the current trends in the field of educational reform in the light of some world experiments to address similar gaps.
4- Approaching the important requirements necessary for addressing    gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century.
5- Establishing a suggested perspective in order to address gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st     century. 
Importance of the Study:


The importance of this study can be stated in the following:

1- Identifying some expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the 1st  quarter of the 21st   century, a subject, to the knowledge of researcher, that is not dealt with in the previous research.

2- Looking for future requirements necessary for addressing gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in terms of the previous literature and research results and the theoretical background of the study including different statistics related to the pre-university education in Egypt in addition to experiments of some countries in the field of educational reform.

3- Helping those responsible for the educational process to address the indications of some gaps being monitored in the educational system in Egypt.

4- Establishing a suggested perspective so as to operationally activate the important requirements necessary for addressing gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st    century to be systemically and scientifically  applicable in the pre-university education institutes.
Methodology:
In terms of the current study nature, the analytic descriptive method and patterns of predicting the future were used as follows:

· The Analytic Descriptive Method:

· This method was used in order to identify the status quo of the pre-university education in Egypt via studying some gaps and monitoring their significant indicators through analyzing the literature and statistics concerning the pre-university education system in Egypt. Furthermore, requirements necessary for addressing gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st century were assigned in terms of the theoretical background and some world experiments in the field of the educational reform.

· The Purposive Method:

· This method was benefited to establish a suggested perspective to address some gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st     century and predicting necessary requirements.

· Delphi Method:

· This method was used in this study to explore some expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st century and predicting necessary requirements through the opinions of experts and specialists.

· Scenario:

· The researcher has established a scenario explaining the suitable way to address some expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st     century and clarify the necessary requirements based on which the suggested perspective was established. 

Instruments of the Study:

​
The current study has administered a questionnaire to a group of experts and specialists in the field of education benefiting from Delphi method to obtain a consensus about requirements necessary for addressing gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st century. Non-regulated interviews were held with those experts to identify their reasons beyond exclusion of one of the  indicators or requirements so as to finally offer interpretations for their responses from their views. This study included certain procedures which were assigned to seven chapters:

· Chapter 1 : ( The general framework of the study ). 

· Chapter 2: Challenges facing the education in Egypt and the expected gaps.

· Chapter 3: Experiments of some countries in the field of the pre-university educational reform.

· Chapter 4: The expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt ( Pluralism in education – Breaching the equal educational opportunities ).

· Chapter 5: The expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt ( Unemployment of learners – The digital gaps ).

· Chapter 6: The field study and its results.

· Chapter 7:  Scenarios of addressing the expected gaps in the pre-university education in Egypt in the first quarter of the 21st century.

    Results of the Study:

· Through Delphi rounds administered to the experts sample, the      study approached the following:

· Many gaps indicators have already existed ( Pluralism in education - Breaching the equal educational opportunities - Unemployment of learners – The digital gaps ).

· Several requirements were identified to address the indicators and consequently the gaps assigned in this study.

· Through analyzing the adopted  scenarios, the study approached some general requirements to address those gaps as follows:

· The education budget of the pre-university educational institutions in Egypt needs for more financial support.

· The pre-university education curricula need to be reformulated in terms of the requirements of the society and the changing labor market. 

· Concentrating upon different learning aspects of the learners ( cognitive / behavioral / emotional aspects ).

· Regulations and rules concerning joining learners of occupational education institutions with universities need to be more flexible.

· Activating the occupational development programs for all pre-university education institutions in all areas.

· Developing lab instruments and aids in the pre-university education institutions and replacement of the damaged.

· Providing the high quality internet service for the pre-university education institutions.

Distinctive points of the suggested perspective in the current study:

· To address the gap of pluralism in education, the country and civil society institutions should work side by side to provide financial support for all educational institutions especially the governmental ones. Moreover, specialists and experts have to pay attention for the occupational development for all teachers and learners as well, taking in consideration the field follow up, language skills and the educational environment including school building and its periodic maintenance so as to achieve peaceful environment for learners.

· To address the gap of breaching the equal educational opportunities, we shouldn't rely basically on the governmental funding for the educational process. Therefore, we should create new resources that help develop these institutions and train learners on problem solving skills and benefiting from information technology. Moreover,  the educational system should rationalize time through canceling the multiple periods of the study in order to achieve the learning objectives, accomplish the learning process and refine the basic skills. Furthermore, due care should be directed to the rural areas including providing good infrastructure, establishing more pre-university education institutions, providing with trained and competent teachers and facilitating the required potentials for achieving the teaching and learning process goals.

· To address the gap of the unemployment of learners in the pre-university education institutions in Egypt, the learning process has to be related to the out labor market, i.e. the consistency between the graduate skills and the requirements of the labor market. Also, students have to be guided to choose the specification suitable for their abilities and trends. Moreover, partnership between the occupational education institutions and the productive institutions should be approached via training students in the actual production fields, updating the educational specifications according to scientific and technological development, activating the transformational training programs offering trained graduates in the fields of work that need employees and joining the life skills with the educational content offered to learners continuously to deepen the learning process and their skills.

· To overcome the digital gap in the pre-university education institutions in Egypt, the government should facilitate training programs aiming to develop teachers and learners' computer and internet skills and  provide with technological innovations contributing to achieve the educational goals. Culture of computer  should be disseminated among the society citizens in all occupations and jobs and finally the basic information technology infrastructure has to be facilitated in the education institutions to be invested in the field of education through supporting the civil society institutions, especially the productive ones.      
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