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The British Broadcasting Corporation
Middie Hast Office

28 th Decembar, 1951,

H.E. Fuad Sirag el Din Pasha,
Minister of Interior,

Ministry of Interior,

Cairo .

Your Hxcellency ,

May I make the strongest possible protest against the acti-
vities of Mr. Abdel Moneim who, as far as can be judged, is doing
hig level best to prevent my broadcast dispaiches from reaching
the B.B.C. in time, During the past few weeks when it has been
kis duty to cemsor my dispatches he has repeatedly held up the
broadeast sometimes for as much as two hours before allowing
me to speak to London. e obviously boes not grasp the current
news situation, nor is his English good encugh to understand qui-
ckly what is written. To quote but one of the many recent exam-

YA



ples. This morning I cabled via Marconi the full text of General
Erskine's Warning to Egyptian commandos. This the B.B.C. broa-
deast in all its services throughout the day. Yet when I came to
broadeast the same text in the evening Mr. Abdel Moneim objec-
ted o something General! Hrskine had ssid and refused to allow
me to quote this passage although the censors of Marconi House
bad pessed it hours before.

I have found ail the other cenmors swift, efficient and courteous.

I have found all the other censors swift, efficient and cour-

teous. I ecannot say the same about Mr. Abdel Moneim and would
a8k you earnestly to relieve him of the duty of c&nsaring B.B.C.
dispatches,
- with the expression of my hig}:est esteern.

~ ( Patrick Smith )
B.B.C. Middle East Correspondent

V4



The British Broadeasting Corporation
Middle Fast Office

Dear Sir, .1 st January, 1952,

I have the honour of énclosing a copy of & letter sent to His
. Excellency Fusd Sirag el Din Pasha, protesting at the treatment
1 have been receiving at the hands of one of the censors Mr, Ab-
del Moneim of the Egyptian State Telephones and Telegraphs .
The letter spesks for itself. Since sending the letter Mr. Abdel
Moneim has continued his obstructive activities and. yester day
not -only wilfully cut & short despatch which was eompletely non
political based on aceount in Al Misrt - but was most impolite in
hig remarks about the despatch. |

There is no need T am sure to emphasise that the British
Broadcasting Corporation expects their correspondent in the Mi-
ddle East to be treated with the ssme politeness and helped to
do his job in the same measure as the B.B.C. sccords represgents-
tives of any Arab State who seek its aid in London. |

Yours faithfylly ,
Patrick Smith
B.B.C. Middis East Correspondent
Hagsan Raghebh Bey , ' :
Ministry of the Interior,
Caira .
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