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Teaching Thinking Through Geography Instruction and its Effects
on Fourth Grade Elementary School (Female) Pupils' Achievement
and there Development Thinking

Prepared by: Dr. Asmaa Al-Ahdal.
Assistant Professor in Curriculum and Methods of Teaching Social Subjects.
Jeddah Girls' College of Education.

Abstract
This study aimed at developing fourth elementary female pupils' thinking

and there achievement in Geography, in Jeddah. For this purpose, the
researcher prepared a teacher's manual which enables the teacher to teach some
thinking skills; namely communication, reasoning, relating, describing,
comparing, categorizing, fluency and flexibility, within the unit of earth surface
features in forth grade elementary stage. She used the Quasi-experimental
design. The sample of the study consisting of 57 girl pupils was divided into two
groups: The experimental group (31 pupils) and the control group (26 pupils).
The Study instrument included the teacher' manual, a questionnaire for
Geography teachers to determine the thinking skills appropriate for fourth
grade elementary school pupils, on achievement test in Geography thinking test.
The obtained data was statistically analyses using (SPSS); namely T-test and Eta
squared...etc.

The study result showed statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of the pupils in both groups, in favor of the experimental group.
Results also showed that learning thinking across the curriculum (the
independent variable) had a great effect on pupils' thinking and achievement in
Geography (the dependent variables).Then the study result indicated the
effectiveness of learning thinking across the curriculum.

Based on the study results, the researcher suggested the following
recommendations:

1) There should be an interest in teaching thinking skills across Geography
subject in all school grades in general and in elementary school grades in
particular. 2) Training geography teachers in this area so that they could teach
different thinking skills across the curriculum. 3) Conducting other thinking-
based studies in Saudi Arabian schools. 4) School text books should include

thinking — based activities.

Y¢



